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ADVANCED HIGHER GEOGRAPHY
Aims of Adv. Higher Geography course :
The two main aims of the course are to:

· develop an extensive knowledge and understanding of physical and human environments and their inter-relationships

· develop expertise in graphical, cartographical and evaluating skills.

Entry requirements :
· Higher passes preferably at A or B. 

What the course consists of :
The course is made up of three compulsory units: 

· Unit 1 
: 
Geographical Methods & Techniques
· Unit 2 
: 
Geographical Study ( a fieldwork based report not exceeding 


24 pages = approx. 3000 words)
· Unit 3 
: 
Geographical Issues ( a critical evaluation essay not 



exceeding 12 pages in length – approx. 1500 to 2000 words)
Assessment of the Course :

To achieve the course award you must :-
	pass all three unit assessments

plus

the final course exam


Course Exam consists of two components :
1) A  TWO and a HALF hour exam testing your ability to use a variety of geographical methods & techniques.
2) A folio of work consisting of :

· Geographical Study   -   a report, approx. 3000 words long on some aspect of geographical research.

· Geographical Issue    -   a critical evaluation, approx. 1500 to 2000 words long, on some geographical issue.

The Course Assessment marks are weighted 60 marks for final exam and 140 marks for the folio.   The final exam therefore contributes 30% and the folio 70% (40% Geographical Study and 30% Geographical Issues’ essay) towards the final mark.
Geographical Methods and Techniques (DF4A 13)
The unit builds on skills and techniques learned in Intermediate and Higher. For the purposes of the unit assessment you have only to do two of the fieldwork methods and techniques listed below : 
ONE from physical list (a)

and

ONE from human list (b)
Fieldwork

(a)  Physical Methods & Techniques :

· morphological mapping
· vegetation sampling
· slope analysis
· stream analysis
· soil profiles and characteristics
· pebble analysis – size, shape and rock type

(b)  Human Methods & Techniques :

· rural land use mapping
· urban land use mapping
· traffic, pedestrian and environmental quality surveys
· questionnaire design and implementation

· use of secondary sources
· Reilly’s gravity law

· nearest neighbour analysis (area, linear, clustered)

While the unit assessment only requires evidence for two fieldwork methods and techniques (1 physical, 1 human), you will need to know and apply a wider range of fieldwork techniques when you undertake your folio work.
Statistical Awareness

Statistics are an essential part of the course and examinable.  They should be used appropriately in your folio work.  The list of statistical skills include :

· sampling – random, systematic, stratified
· handling different data types - nominal, ordinal, interval, ratio

· graphical presentation of data – systems diagrams, logarithmic, kite and   
scatter graphs, polar and triangular graphs, dispersion diagrams, bipolar analysis
· descriptive statistics – measures of central tendency ; mean, mode, median : 
measures of dispersion ; standard deviation, quartiles
· introductory statistical testing – nearest neighbour, chi-squared, Spearman's 
rank correlation coefficient, Pearson's product moment correlation coefficient,

       linear regression
Production and Interpretation of Maps and Diagrams

· design and layout of maps - principles of lettering, linework, shading, dot maps, choropleth maps, proportional symbols, divided proportional symbols, flow maps

· interpretation of O.S. maps (1:25 000 and 1:50 000 scales) and related data
· topographic analysis based on O.S. maps - cross-sections, belt transects and river profiles
Geographical Study (DF48 13)
In this unit you plan and research an area of geographical study in depth.   You need to set clear aims and objectives.  You need to select a variety of appropriate methods and techniques from the three areas of fieldwork, statistics and mapping & graphics. You need to evaluate the techniques used and comment critically on your research process.  The choice should be based on any of the Higher Geography Core and Application topics ; you can either choose to undertake a physical or human topic.  
Examples of Geographical Study research topics :

Physical Topics

· Ice flow in Wester Ross as indicated by glacial features such as erratics and striae.
· Variation in sediments along a stream channel.
· Impact of an extreme rainfall event on the incidence of flooding and soil erosion.
· A comparison of selected soil properties in woodland, upland and grassland areas.
· The effect of elevation and aspect on annual rainfall totals.
Human Topics

· The effect out-of-town shopping developments are having on town centres. 

· Crop choice - a study into farmers' land use decisions.
· The changing economic geography of the Cromarty Firth post-North Sea oil.
· Superdump - where best to locate a superdump to cater for the Inner Moray Firth.
· A study into the quality of transport infrastructure in the Highlands. 

You should begin looking at an early stage for a local topic you would like to tackle.   Don't jump at the first idea that appeals to you though.   Take time and consider what fieldwork you did for the GMT’s unit.  Ask yourself the following questions :-

· did you enjoy any aspect of fieldwork - physical or human?

· have you gathered sufficient information to make a start on in that area of fieldwork?

· can you list several ways in which you could obtain further information on the topic?

· do you know a variety of methods and techniques that you can apply from Unit 1 to your topic including cartographical, statistical and graphical?

Note : some collaboration in the collection of data in the field is essential on both practical and safety grounds.  The final report, however, must reflect your own approach to researching and analysing that data.
The Assessment :

The assessment is in two parts :

· the unit assessment :


an interim report based on one aspect of your Geographical Study ; 
you are permitted to take a 50 word outline of your report and any 
relevant fieldwork records into the classroom and use them in the 
write-up – it is done under exam conditions in 1 hour. 
· the course assessment :


is the production of a research report of approx. 3,000 words (not 
exceeding 24 sides A4) submitted as part of the folio of your work.   
Geographical Issues (DF49 13)
You are to identify one geographical issue related to the Higher Geography Core and Environmental Interaction topics.  Any areal context is acceptable and it can exhibit elements of more than one Core or Environmental Interaction topic.   The Core and Environmental Interactions in Higher Geography are :-
· Atmosphere


Population Geography

· Hydrosphere


Rural Geography
· Lithosphere


Industrial Geography

· Biosphere


Urban Geography

· Rural Land Resources
· Rural Land Degradation
· River Basin Management
· Urban Change & Management
· European Regional Inequalities
· Development & Health
In each case you are to :

· identify different viewpoints on the issue taken from at least three different   

      sources.

· summarise the main viewpoints on the issue.

· produce a critical evaluation of the viewpoints on the issue and include an 
      indication of your own perspective on it.

The Assessment :

The assessment is in two parts :

· the unit assessment is a simulated critical evaluation – an essay based on given materials done under exam conditions in 1 hour 15 minutes. 
· the course assessment is the production of a critical evaluation essay not exceeding 12 pages A4 size (approx. 1500 to 2000 words) ; it is submitted as part of the folio.

Adv. Higher Grade Geography

SUMMARY of ASSESSMENT 

Internal Assessment

	Unit 1

Geographical Methods and Techniques

The unit assessment includes :

TWO fieldwork methods and techniques :

· ONE - physical
· ONE - human
ONE statistical method/technique :

· To process a set of data 

             appropriately

TWO pieces of evidence of map/ graph production and interpretation :

· ONE of map and/or diagram       

       production

· ONE of map interpretation (O.S. – 
      1:25 000 or 1:50 000 scale) 
	Unit 2

Geographical Study

The folio assessment :

the production of a report (not exceeding 24 sides A4, approx. 3,000 words) including :- 

· maps

· graphs

· statistical techniques

· and a high degree of analysis    

       throughout

The unit assessment :

· an outline for an interim report

                      and 

· an interim report on one aspect       

       of your geographical report

	Unit 3

Geographical Issues

One Physical  OR  Human Issue

The folio assessment :

the production of a critical evaluation, of approx.1500 to 2000 words but not exceeding 12 sides A4, on ONE geographical issue related to the Higher Core & Environmental Interaction topics.  In it you have to :- 

· identify, describe and summarise different viewpoints on the issue

· and reach a reasoned conclusion on the issue

The unit assessment :

· 1 ¼ hour class test based on a prescribed NAB (the unit assessment)


External Assessment
	Exam in May

Total exam time : 2 ½ hours
THREE questions must be attempted, one from Section A and one from Section B, and the one question in Section C :
· Section A :  problem solving exercise using 1:25000 O.S. map

                            physical and/or human landscape map interpretation        30 marks
· Section B :  statistical data handling
                            graphical data handling                                                      20 marks

· Section C :  fieldwork scenario question   (no choice here)                    10 marks
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