
Transfer of photographs using a Mac

The video iPod can display pictures taken with a digital camera as well as play back 
music or other audio material

1 The process of transfer is basically one where you create a collection in a folder (which 
can be organised into sub-folders) to synchronise photo collections between the host 
computer and an associated iPod

• You can create your folder anywhere and call it what you like.  In these notes, the 
synchronising folder is called 'iPod photos' and it is located on the Desktop

• To create a collection within that synchronising folder, make a new folder using 
File>New Folder [or the shortcut Shift+Apple/+N] and give it a sensible name

2 Copy or move the photo file or files you want to appear on your iPod into this folder

• They might come from another folder in your Pictures folder, or an iPhoto 



collection

• They might come from direct transfer from a camera (or its memory card via a card 
reader)

• You might have manipulated and stored the photos in some way with your paint 
editing software (such as Photoshop Elements or GraphicConverter)

3 If you want to preview any pictures before moving or copying, double click to open a 
window using Preview software, which comes with the Mac.  You can change the 
program which displays pictures through the File>Get Info>Open with: sequence

4 Make sure that your iPod is not connected to the host computer at this stage

5 Launch or maximise iTunes and then connect the iPod.  After a delay of around 
15 seconds you will see the iPod appears in the Source list in the first column from the 
left in the iTunes window, as below

• Click on the Display iPod Options button towards the bottom/right of window, as 
below



• Click on the Photos tab and in the pop-up menu opposite 'Synchronize photos 
from:' near the top, select 'Choose Folder…'

• Locate the folder which you have created to hold your iPod photo collection.  In 
this case it is iPod photos

6 Whenever you connect the iPod, it will automatically synchronise the photos on the 
iPod with those in this designated folder on the host computer

7 There is an option to automatically synchronise only specified sub-folders

• Click on the Copy selected folders only option, as above.  Boxes appear to the left 
of each of the component folders and you simply click on each of those you want to 
be transferred to your iPod

8 View the photos on your iPod

• Eject the iPod by clicking on the eject button in the Source List in iTunes

• Select Photos from the main iPod menu and you will see that all the sub-folders are 
listed separately.  You move forward through the collection most simply by 
pressing the »| button at the right of the wheel and you can move back by pressing 
the «| button at the left of the wheel
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